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An Introduction to Christian Ethics 

The New York School of Ministry 

Winter, 2018 

With the Reverend Steven D. Johnson, Ph. D. 

 

Syllabus 

 

Overview:  Using a case study approach, this course will provide an introduction to the study of 

Christian Ethics, including various approaches to ethical decision making and an overview of 

important topics. 

 

Required Text:  Christian Ethics: A Case Method Approach, Fourth Edition, by Laura A. 

Stivers, Christine E. Gudorf and James B. Martin-Schramm, Orbis Books, copyright 2012. 

 

Presentation:  This class will be provided using the Zoom platform. All students must have 

access to a computer that can connect to Zoom with both camera and microphone.  Classes will 

be held on Wednesdays from 7 to 9 PM.  Sessions will be recorded for students who cannot 

make the Wednesday sessions.  There will be a discussion session with Dr. Johnson for any 

students who aren’t able to participate in any Wednesday session.  Timing and duration of 

discussion sessions will be negotiated in advance by Dr. Johnson and the students involved. 

Student may not miss either of the two debate sessions.  Any students missing either of those 

sessions for any reason without advance permission of Dr. Johnson will fail the class. 

  

Basic Components and Expectations:  All students will be expected to read chapters from the 

required text in advance of the discussion schedule listed below.  All students will be expected to 

participate in class discussions on Wednesday or as arranged with the Instructor.  All students 

will be expected to participate in two one-on-one debates on topics assigned by Dr. Johnson.  See 

details below.  Students will also be expected to write one 6-page essay on a topic of their 

choice, but not on a topic on which they were part of the debate. 

 

Expectations for debates and papers: Each student will participate in two one-on-one debates 

on topics assigned by Dr. Johnson.  In these debates students may be assigned the responsibility 

of defending positions they do not personally hold.  For each debate, students will prepare a two-

page opening statement which will be submitted to Dr. Johnson in advance of the debate.  Each 

opening statement must include at least one scriptural reference and at least one reference to 

resource material other than the assigned text.  Those resources may include other books, 

periodicals, websites, or other appropriate sources that can be documented.  Debates will follow 

a standard format that will be distributed at a later time, depending on the number of students 

participating in the class.  If there is an odd number of students, one student will be expected to 

debate Dr. Johnson.  In that instance, the student will be allowed to pick which position they 

want to defend.  One week following the debate, each student will provide Dr. Johnson with a 

five-page summary and reflection on the debate, which should include observations not made 

during the debate.  Students will be expected to make their actual positions known in these five-

page reflections, but not during the actual debate. 

Papers should be approximately 6 pages long.  As with opening statements in the debates, each 

paper should include scriptural references and references to other resources.  Topics do not have 
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to be drawn from the assigned text, but cannot overlap the student’s topic of debate.  You must 

proof read all written material before submission.  Though this is not an English class, poor 

spelling and grammar make it much more difficult for me to determine what you mean to say.  I 

suggest you get someone else to read your materials before you send it to me.  Where pertinent, I 

expect you to use inclusive language in your writing.  When you are talking about people in 

general and not the male of the species in specific you will avoid using the word “men.”  When 

writing about God you will not always use the pronoun “he” nor always refer to God as “Father.”  

You must balance masculine images with feminine images.  You may avoid such images 

altogether.  This does not include direct quotations.  Then you are expected to use the words of 

the original author, including their biases. 

 

You are to submit your written materials to me in either a Word document or an rtf file.  You 

will submit them as an email attachment. 

 

Grades will be based on my assessment of your grasp of the material we cover and your ability to 

understand the reasoning on both sides of an issue.  Broadly speaking grades will indicate the 

following: 

 

F:  If you don’t understand why you failed then we do have a problem. 

 

D:  You did not meet the minimum requirements of this class.  That could mean that your written 

materials were too short or difficult to understand.  It could mean that you didn’t participate as 

actively in the discussion sessions as is required.  Most likely, it means some combination of 

these things. 

 

C:  You did the bare minimum of work required.  Your written materials demonstrated little 

insight, especially in understanding positions with which you disagree.  You demonstrated an 

adequate grasp of the materials we covered. 

 

B:  You fulfilled all the requirements of this class fully.  Your written work was clear and 

understandable.  It demonstrated that you have a firm grasp of the material, including a clear 

understanding of both sides in the issues you debate or which are the topic of your essay.  You 

were an active participant in our discussions and went beyond the bare minimums on a regular 

basis. 

 

A:  You exceeded the requirements of this class.  Your written work was not only clear and 

understandable, but also demonstrated true insight into the ethical reasoning of both sides of the 

issues under your consideration.  You participated actively in our discussions.  You 

demonstrated a mastery of the material in the debates and in your essay. 
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Discussion Debate Schedule: 

 

Wednesday, January 17:  Please read the Introduction and Part I: Family of Christian Ethics. We 

will discuss basic approached to the study and practice of Christian Ethics.  We will also discuss 

the two case studies in Part I.  

 

Wednesday, January 24:  Please read Part II: Violence/Nonviolence. 

 

Wednesday, January 31:  Please read Part III: Poverty.  Debate topics and partners will be 

assigned. 

  

Wednesday, February 7:  Please read Part IV: The Environment. 

  

Wednesday, February 28: Debates on topics drawn from the first four weeks of the class. If you 

fail to participate in these debates you will not pass the class.  Do not plan any other activities for 

this date.   

 

Wednesday, March 7:  Please read Part V: Business. Summaries and reflections form the debates 

on February 28 are due. 

 

Wednesday, March 14:  Please read Part VI: Health.   

 

Wednesday, March 21:  Please read Part VII: Sexuality. Debate topics and partners will be 

assigned. 

 

Wednesday, April 4: Please read Part VIII: Life and Death. 

 

Wednesday, April 11: Debates on topics drawn from sessions in March and April.  See the 

warning for February 28. 

   

April 19:  Summaries and reflections from the debates on April 11 are due. 6-pages essays are 

also due. 

 

This copy of the syllabus does not have Dr. Johnson’s email address.  

 


