
Pathways is another school of ministry out of the Southeast Conference of the 
UCC.  The website is:   pathways-ucc.org/ 

  

PATHWAYS Fall 2017 Courses 
 

UCC History & Polity for $600.00* (September 13-December 12) (A Level Two course) 
PATHWAYS offers a unique opportunity for MID’s and those seeking Privilege of Call:  an online 
polity course. The purpose of this course is to explore the history, polity, theologies, and practices 
of the United Church of Christ and its predecessor denominations.  Successful completion of this 
course will fulfill the history and polity requirement for authorized ministry in the UCC in many 
associations and conferences.  Registration is limited to ten participants, but the course is offered 
each Fall and Spring. 
 

EXPLORE 

 
EXPLORER SERIES COURSES: Four-Week Courses for Personal Exploration -- Just 

$99.00 
 
Singing the Bible (August 23-September 19) 
Our hymnody and contemporary music teach Biblical stories and themes. In this course, we will 
look at favorite hymns, Biblical stories, and Biblical themes for deepening our faith 
understanding. For those charged with planning worship, this exploratory course offers tips and 
tools for choosing music.  
 
What about the Bible (October 4-31) 
This course invites participants to think about how people relate to the Bible. We will introduce 
progressive perspectives on Biblical authority and interpretation. Participants will apply these 
principles in Bible studies shared with their peer group. 
 
ADVENT:  A Spiritual Journey (November 22-December 19) 
Preparing for Christmas is filled with activity. Yet, the Advent Season invites us to prayerfully 
open our lives in anticipation of Christ’s Coming. In this four-week course, we’ll explore major 
themes of Advent (Waiting, Illuminating, Preparing, Longing) through video presentation, 
meditation, and discussion.  

https://www.pathways-ucc.org/


 

LEARN 

 
LEVEL ONE COURSES: Six-Week Courses open to anyone (Tuition $225 - 325*) 

 
Thinking Theologically in the 21st Century (August 23-October 3) 
Participants reflect critically on their lives and the world around them. Differentiating between 
various traditional Christian theological models, they articulate their own theologies, distinguish 
between their own theologies and those of others, and reflect on the importance of doing theology 
in community. 
 
Critical Interpretation of the Bible (October 25-December 12) 
Participants will develop skills in applying exegetical methods and biblical interpretation for 
today’s theological and practical concerns. Creating a safe space for both critical engagement and 
spiritual transformation, participants are encouraged to wrestle with their own theological 
reflections.  
 
Caring for Self & Others  (August 23-October 3) 
Participants look at a basic understanding of self-care; that is, we care for ourselves and we care 
for others. Using readings, spiritual practices, and contemporary personality psychology, 
participants increase awareness of the need to tend their own spiritual lives, so they can be 
present with others.  
 
The Art of Worship (October 25-December 12) 
This course explores worship in an overview that highlights but is not limited to the “Sunday 
morning worship service”.  It examines the theological, biblical and historical underpinnings of 
Christian worship. It explores worship today as it relates to individual and corporate worship, the 
sacraments, and the arts. 
 

PREPARE 

 
LEVEL TWO COURSES: Six-Week Courses for those preparing for authorize 

ministry 
(Tuition $325*) 

 
Pastoral Care (Spiritual Health) (August 23-October 3) 
Through personal reflection and exploration of current pastoral care paradigms, the course will 
assist in developing best practices in spiritual care. Participants will develop contextual 
understanding of persons in crisis and formulate strategies for seeking their well-being and 
justice. 
 
Old Testament Hermeneutics (October 25-December 12) 
In this course, participants will learn how to use different methods and practices to interpret 
Hebrew Bible texts. They will learn how to determine which questions to ask of an Old Testament 
text and how to ask them. They will deepen their comprehension of the Hebrew Bible’s voices.  
 
* For courses in Levels 1, 2 & 3, a $50 Distance Learning Fee is added for 
participants from Conferences not affiliated with PATHWAYS and/or not enrolled 
in a complete program Level. 
* Occasional students may take up to three Level One courses at the lower price 
with the distant learning fee. 
 
To learn more and to register, visit:  www.pathways-ucc.org 
PATHWAYS is an asynchronous online program rooted in Progressive Christian Theology.   
PATHWAYS is sponsored by the Southeast Conference UCC and open to those interested in  
affordable and accessible theological education. 


