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May 29, 2020 

Dear White Allies 

 

On May 25, in Minneapolis, yet another unarmed black body was felled by men serving the powerful 

white dominant institution of “Law Enforcement”. 

 

Here are other Children of God victimized by racism in the brief span of Eastertide to Pentecost. 

 

 March 13 – Unarmed Breonna Taylor was killed by 8 shots of police gunfire in her home 

while she slept in bed. Her dreams were forever stopped…  

• May 8 – Unarmed Ahmaud Arbery was murdered by two white vigilantes and filmed by 

another while he was jogging in Brunswick, Georgia. Just getting exercise…  

 

 May 25 – Unarmed and compliant George Floyd was suffocated and murdered by a police 

officer who held his knee to Mr. Floyd’s neck for 8 minutes. Mr. Floyd begged for breath and 

called for his dead mother until his body was limp and lifeless.  Three other officers stood by.  

 

 May 26 – Christian Cooper who was peacefully bird watching in a Central Park avian nature 

sanctuary was threatened and harassed by a white woman who weaponized her tears and 

voice by calling the police with false claims of being threatened by a black man.  Mr. Cooper 

had simply asked her to leash her dog.  

There is no hint of humanity in these torments and killings. They are not grounded in justice. They 

are grounded in the racism that is fueled by our white dominant systems and institutions. That 

picture that we all see perpetuates the myth of deserved privilege and of supremacy in whiteness.  

That lie can, at once, inflate the white psyche and injure the personhood and self-image of black 

people.  The unfounded fear that black bodies are inherently dangerous and violent and must be 

subdued with chains, torture, violence and death is also a myth and is a vile poisonous disorder in 

our secular culture. 

  

You are an antidote to this poison.  What opportunities can you find in our United Church of Christ 

communities of faith to create a healing culture of justice where “black lives matter” becomes a way 

of being and not just a slogan on a cool poster?  

Because you are part of a compassionate Christ driven family, cry if you must and certainly pray, but 

follow with action. Let your love language be acts of service. It is 400 years past time to crush the 
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myth of white supremacy (i.e. whiteness as a ruling caste) that infects the minds of people and 

institutions in power.  

 Without mincing words or whitewashing the truth of your protest; call out racism and injustice with 

volume and determination in your voice. The mission statement of the UCC tells us: Repent our 

silence and complicity with the forces of chaos and death. Use your church reader board and send a 

message to the community.  Get right to the point - “Stop Killing Black People!” In your pastoral 

prayers speak the names of the victims. Learn who they were and tell their stories when you pray.  

Display a list of victims in your Sunday bulletin, on the wall of your sanctuary or in your fellowship 

hall. Screen share it on Zoom. When there are more victims, add their names. Post your protest in 

social media. Submit an OpEd to your local newspaper. Please don’t stop talking. Please don’t leave 

this conversation up to black people. Black people are exhausted.  

The mission statement further calls us into covenant: To join the oppressed people in their struggle 

for liberation.  You must move beyond the temporary reaction of outrage that often comes from 

people of European descent. The outrage and pain sitting in the guts of black people is constant. 

Feel that. Condemn the perpetrators. Hold them accountable to the very laws they are meant to 

uphold. Go protest. You take on the emotional labor. You write letters to your Senator. You protest 

with your dollars. In the name of Christ take up the burden for your black brothers and sisters.  

We are called in our mission to: Name and confront the powers of evil within and among us. 

Whenever you see it; whenever you hear it; whenever it is called to your attention INTERRUPT IT. 

Don’t let Justice die.  

Finally, beloved church, You must VOTE. Your vote is your protest and resistance. Be the change 

you want to see.  

“In the end we will remember not the words of our enemies but the silence of our friends.” 

Martin Luther King Jr. The Trumpet of Conscience 

 

 

Faithfully, 

 

The NHCUCC Racial Justice Mission Group 

Dr. Harriet Corean Ward - Pilgrim United Church of Christ, Brentwood-Kingston 

Rev. Dr. Dawn Berry – Chair – First Congregational Church, Hopkinton, UCC 

Rev. John Gregory-Davis – Meriden Congregational Church, UCC 

Rev. Kate Kennedy – Congregational Church of Amherst, UCC 

Gail Kinney – Meriden Congregational Church, UCC 

Ethel McConaghy - Congregational Church of North Barnstead, UCC 

Kira Morehouse – Brookside Congregational Church, UCC, Manchester 

Rev. Renee Rouse – Northwood Congregational Church, UCC 

Curt Springer – Pilgrim United Church of Christ, Brentwood-Kingston 

 

The Rev. Gordon Rankin, Conference Minister, New Hampshire Conference, UCC 

The Rev. Richard Slater, Associate Conference Minister, New Hampshire Conference, UCC 
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