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The Federated Church of Marlborough, NH, is where my husband is Senior Pastor and I 

serve as Chair of the Green Team.  The Green Team went through the process to 

become a UCC Creation Justice Church. It became a Creation Justice Church in 

February 2020.  Prior to that recognition, the Green Team caucused on what next. I 

finished a manuscript, The Insurgency of the Spirit, that will be released in October. In 

my research, I found that indigenous peoples have been on the cutting edge of the 

global environmental movement, witnessing with their bodies in defense of nature and 

often with their lives. The Water Protectors of Lakota Sioux brought indigenous human 

rights and the rights of nature together. This is commonplace in the struggles of 

indigenous peoples, for the natural world is considered as personal kin. There was a 

growing movement from indigenous peoples in New Zealand, Ecuador, and Bolivia to 

include the Rights of Nature (or Pachamama, Mother Earth) into their countries’ 

constitutions. The Rights of Nature movement involved numerous US municipalities and 

First Nation tribes. As a professor of Religious Studies, I and many professors have 

university students read the Earth Charter that unites the rights of human beings and 

Earth together. https://earthcharter.org/read-the-earth-charter/   The rights of nature are 

discussed in many courses on environmental ethics in the university and Christian 

divinity schools.  A number of Christian ethicists (Larry Rasmussen, James Nash, and 

John Hart have list of Nature or Biotic Rights).  

Thus, the Green Team of the Federated explored the Rights of Nature.  We discussed 
and vetted a draft document, and after discussion and unanimous approval, it was 
submitted to the Church Council with our support. Then the covid-19 pandemic 
expanded rapidly, and it was placed on the shelf as we dealt with the new reality of self-
distancing and online church.  Then, the New Hampshire General Minister, Gordon 
Rankin, placed a call for resolutions that would be discussed and voted on for the fall 
annual meeting of 2020. This would be the only annual meeting prior to the General 
Synod 2021. The church Council voted to endorse the proposal and send it to 
Conference Council.  The Environmental Justice Team of the New Hampshire 
Conference discussed the resolution and communicated its support to the Conference 
Council. The Conference Council voted to submit to the annual meeting with two minor 
edits.  The UCC Environmental Justice Council will discuss the Rights of Nature for its 
August webinar. Both myself as a member of the Council and Tish Odell from 
Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund who has worked on the Bill of Rights for 
Lake Erie will participate in the discussion of the Resolution. It is will be an open forum 
as well as made available on youtube. Here is the UCC Environmental Justice Council 
webinar on the Rights of Nature. https://youtu.be/TUJbCJe-N28 
 

The Resolution on the Rights of Nature: Study Guide on the Rights of Nature, and the 

Biblical and The Biblical Theological Rationale are on line.  

https://earthcharter.org/read-the-earth-charter/
https://youtu.be/TUJbCJe-N28


https://www.ucc.org/rights_of_nature_resources 

An article from the Center for Democratic and Environmental Rights: 

https://www.humansandnature.org/marching-toward-change 

 

 Please note that the New Hamphsire Conference will hold a question and answer 

session on October 13th.  The time is yet to be set. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

https://www.ucc.org/rights_of_nature_resources
https://www.humansandnature.org/marching-toward-change

