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What a wonderful time of year this is as we just celebrated the birth of Jesus.  One of 
my favorite parts of Christmas is that it is a time full of wonder and surprises. 

Do you like to be surprised? I think it would be kind of boring to always know what 
would happen next.  Surprises can be so much fun – like when a friend or relative 
comes by for a surprise visit – or this year when they sent me an email, text or call me 
when I wasn’t expecting it.  

Perhaps you remember a time when your parents planned a surprise trip to one of your 
favorite places – the zoo, a hike in the mountains, the museum, or an afternoon at home 
baking cookies in the kitchen, doing a craft, or playing games. Fun times! 

At Christmas it is always fun when there are presents under the tree and we are so 
excited we can hardly wait to open them to see the surprise inside.  

I wonder what is inside this gift bag?  Ornaments for my tree and a light.  This candy 
cane looks almost like a shepherds’ staff and reminds me of the Christmas story and 
some very surprised shepherds.  In our scripture lesson today we read that the 
shepherds were out in the fields watching over their sheep. It was night; probably 
peaceful and quiet. Suddenly an angel stood before them and “…the glory of the Lord 
shone around them…” (Luke 2:9). 

Imagine yourself camping in the wilderness. You’re in your sleeping bag all snuggled up 
cozy and warm looking at the stars when an angel appears and not only that, but a 
strong light, like a spotlight, lights up your campsite. What a surprise. You might be a bit 
frightened. The shepherds were. 

The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy…” (Luke 
2:10). 
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She told them that a child had been born that very day and that this special child would 
change the world with his light and love. 

I hang this heart ornament on my tree to remind me that God’s love can come to us in 
surprising ways. Like through a baby born in a manger or through the smile of a 
complete stranger. This is “good news.”  As we look forward to 2021 be on the look-out 
for God’s love coming to you in surprising ways! 

Please join me in a repeat after me prayer: 
Dear God, thank you so much for surprises and the gift of your son Jesus, a special 
child bringing light and love to the world. This Christmas and in the New Year ahead let 
us celebrate how God’s love can come to us in surprising ways. Amen. 

( Adapted from: https://sermonwriter.com/childrens-sermons/surprise-2/ ) 
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