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As you continue to finalize your plans for "back to school" and the start of a
new Faith Formation year, check out the resources below offering some ideas
to enhance your programming.

Visit our Website

Featured Resources for Short-Term Planning

5 Tips to Ease Back to School Anxiety
Children often experience both excitement and nervousness as they anticipate
the start of a new school year. Author Glenys Nellist shared this article, written
by Andrew Gladstone-Highland, LMSW, based on her book picture book, LIttle
Mole Goes to School.

Blessing of the Backpacks and Back-to-School Worship
Liturgy

Illustrated Ministry is offering free resources to help you create a
special service for the children as they celebrate the beginning of a new
school year. The worship liturgy includes: a Call to Worship, Opening
Prayer, Blessing of the Backpacks Liturgy, Prayers of the People, a
Closing Prayer, and a Benediction. Click here to download these
resources.
The Building Faith website featured an article in 2019 entitled New
Beginnings, New Challenges: Recognizing Excitement, Anxiety, &
Everything In Between When Blessing Backpacks. It is full of suggestions
and links to resources to use in blessing the beginning of the school
year.

Be a Church that Embraces Children, Not Just Tolerates

http://nhcucc.org/conference-ministries/christian-formation-ministry
https://blog.beamingbooks.com/ease-back-to-school-anxiety?fbclid=IwAR0vChtCrY9sVhsKfwiCBYbTGC-ssnxhQUUd_r8VNuyWGPbvWnvBdWSzUOk
https://www.illustratedministry.com/2021/blessing-of-the-backpacks-back-to-school-worship-liturgy/
https://buildfaith.org/new-beginnings-new-challenges-recognizing-excitement-anxiety-everything-in-between-when-blessing-backpacks/


Them
In a recent edition of Treasure Box Tuesday, Traci Smith shared a link to a
great article from the Christian Post on being a church that embraces children,
not just tolerates them. Read that article >>

Equip Your Faith Formation Leaders and Volunteers
The publishers of the Shine Curriculum offer a free Companion Guide
(digital resource for faith formation leaders). While it does have specific
information on using the Shine materials, the fall edition features articles
on nurturing faith, building relationships, and tips for preparing your
classrooms and teachers for the fall. Previous articles can be found on
the same webpage, including ideas for using Flat Jesus to make a
connection between church and home.
Visit childrensministry.com for 15 Fantastic Fall Kickoff Ideas for
Children’s Ministry and 3 Back-to-School Activities for Kids in Your
Children’s Ministry

Featured Articles for Long-Term Planning

What If ... Imagining Possibilities
If you haven't read John Roberto's article, Planning Faith Formation for 2022
and Beyond, A Time for Creativity, Experimentation, Innovation, check it out for
his suggestions on how to address the big challenges we face today.

21st Century Faith Formation Trends
In June 2022, the Building Faith website shared an article written by The Rev.
Keith Anderson, Associate for Digital Content at Lifelong Learning and Pastor
of Upper Dublin Lutheran Church in Ambler, PA. Keith has been reviewing the
research and shared his insight on current trends and an approach to re-vision
faith formation in their congregation. Read more >>

Events

"UCC: Is That for Me?" Confirmation Retreat
September 30th to October 2nd 2022

Do you ever wonder what the United
Church of Christ (UCC) has to do with
your life or your church? Do you
ever wonder if your beliefs and your
dreams fit the UCC? What does the
phrase “God is still speaking” mean
anyway?

Join us for the Confirmation retreat so
we can talk about questions like

https://www.christianpost.com/voices/be-the-church-that-embraces-children-not-just-tolerates-them.html
https://shinecurriculum.com/shine-teacher-magazine-companion/?utm_source=Shine&utm_campaign=a9ba5e30f2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_12_01_04_50_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8dd3132661-a9ba5e30f2-510330009
https://shinecurriculum.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Connect-Church-and-Home_Flat-Jesus.pdf
https://childrensministry.com/
https://childrensministry.com/fall-kickoff-ideas/
https://childrensministry.com/3-back-to-school-activities/
https://www.lifelongfaith.com/uploads/5/1/6/4/5164069/planning_faith_formation_for_2022_and_beyond.pdf
https://buildfaith.org/21st-century-faith-formation-trends/


these! Youth from Confirmation
classes all over New England will
gather for worship, music, discussion,
good food, and games

Download the brochure for more
details or contact Ann Desrochers,
adesrochers@nhcucc.org, to let us
know you are interested in bringing a
group from your church.

New England Association of United Church Educators
(NEAUCE) is Looking for Faith Innovators to Serve as
Guest Panelists for Their May 2023 Event

In preparation for our May 2023 event – “Beyond Church Walls: Hearing New
Voices” – NEAUCE is soliciting guest panelists from local faith bodies that host
innovative and ongoing ministries conducted outside of the traditional church
setting. Examples of such ministries include the maintenance of a community
refrigerator or food shelf ministry, an active ‘street’ ministry, an interfaith
reading group, community hospitality/presence ministry, or an
environmental/agricultural ministry.

Learn more in the Request for Facilitators at:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19t6JWMucK67acm7j7wue4rNXBt8LG9s
W/edit.

Initial applications are due September 01, 2022.

Employment
Local Opportunities

Visit the Classifieds/Help Wanted section of the NH Conference UCC
website for local opportunities.

National Opportunities

Willing to relocate?
Visit the Association of United Church Educators employment
opportunities page, https://www.auce-ucc.org/job-listings, to see positions
mainly for non-ordained faith formation and youth ministry professionals.
The UCC Ministry Opportunities webpage is a great source for Christian
Education and Faith Formation openings nationwide, mainly for those
with authorized standing in the United Church of Christ (ordained,
commissioned).

https://nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/conference-ministries/christian-formation-ministry/Confirmation_Retreat_2022.pdf
mailto:adesrochers@nhcucc.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19t6JWMucK67acm7j7wue4rNXBt8LG9sW/edit
https://www.nhcucc.org/event-classifieds/conference-classifieds
https://www.auce-ucc.org/job-listings
http://oppsearch.ucc.org/web/default.aspx


The Word of God 
I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.
Joshua 1:9 (NRSVUE)


